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Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24

NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

WWW.NORTHDUFFIELDPC.CO.UK

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority’s intemal auditor acting independantly and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and cbtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2023/24 has been carried oul in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised In this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemnal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meaet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

A Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year,

B. Thisauthority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all ' i i
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for, /

C. This authority assessed he significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy | 7
ol arangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rales requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process, progress against | /_F’

the budgel was regularly monitored, and reserves were appropriale.
E. Expected income was fully received, based on comect prices, properly recorded and promplly

banked: and VAT was appropriately accounted for. '
F. Petty cash psyments wera property supported by recelpts, all pelty cash expanditure was approved : 1,&, h—ﬁ.’
, !
|

and VAT appropriately accounted for,

G. Salaries to employees and allowances 1o members were paid in accordance with this authority's ] i [
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. | |

H. Asset and investmenis registers were complete and accurate and proparly maintained. o N |
L. Perodic bank account recandlliations were properly camed out durng the year. f i
|

J. Accounting stalements prapared during the year wene prepared on the cormect accounting basis (receipts
| and payments or income and expenditure), agreed fo the cash book, supported by an adeguate audit / I
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were property recorded. |
K. If the aulhorily certified itsell as exempt from a imiled assurance review in 2022/23, 1| mal the |
exemplion criteria and correctly declared itself exempt, (If the authoaly had g imided assurance | ] /
roview of e 2022723 AGAR hick "not covered’) E |
T

L. The authority published the required information on a websilefwasbpage up 1o dale at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation. | /

M. In the year covered by this AGAR. the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of [
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR period, | /
wirg public rights in relation lo the 2022-23 AGAR pwidenced by 8 notice an the websie andior

siithomty approved minutes confimming the dates sei),

N. The authorty has complied with the publication requiremants for 2022/23 AGAR V/
[zee AGAR Page 1 Guidance Nofes) ' | |

0. (For local councils only) .
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council mel its responsivilities as a truslee.

For any ather sk areas identified by this authorty adequate controls existed (st any other risk areas on separate sheets If neaded),

Date(s) Iinternal audit undartaken Name of person who camied out the internal audit
hA [nq [ L2y {3:‘1‘&4 He PPaR

Signature of person who

carried out the internal audit g H‘}"F’J Date ZG, u‘f( 2oz

“if the response Is ‘'no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control
identified (add separate sheats if needed). :

**Note. If the response is ‘not covered please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it s
next planned, or, if coverage is nol required, the annual intermal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if neaded),

Annual_Eﬂwm;nee and ﬁuc_muntahiit].r Return 2023/24 Form 3 Page 3of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Autharities



Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We canfirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1. We have pul in place armangamants for affective linancial
management during the year, and for the preparation of ¥
the accounting statemants

2. We maimained &n adequale system of intemal control made propar arangements and accepled maponsility
mcluding measurss designad to prevent and datect fraud "4 for safaguarding the public money and resoyrcas in
and comuption and reviewed is effecliveness. s charge

prepyred (fs accounting statements in sccomiances
wilth tha Accounis and Auol Regilations

3. We took all ressonable steps 10 assurg oursalves
that there afe no matiérs of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, reguiations and Pmper v
Practices that could have a significant financinl sffect
o the ability of this autharity to conduct ite
business or manage fts financoes.

haz only done what i has (e iegal power o do and has
compiod with Propor Praciices b doing so.

4, We provided proper opportunity dunng the year lor F during fhe year gave all parsons inferested the opporfunify to
the exercize of electors’ nghts in accomrdanca with the " ingpect and ask gueshions about Mg authonty s scoounls
requiramanti af the Aocounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We cartad out an assesement of the risks facing this | considered and documentsd (he francial and other ks J
authornty and took appropnate steps to manage thosa 0 faces and deall with tham properdy:

risks, including the inroduction of inlamal controls andiar
patarn insurance cover whoets reguinred.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequale and

arranged Tor a compafont person, indepandani of the Mnancial

effective system of intemal audit of the accounting v controls and procedures, o give &0 objective view on whethar
records ang control systems. | Infernal controls meel (he needs of this smalier authonty

7. We took appropriste action on sl maters rased v | responded (o matters brought to s afferdion by internal amd
i reports from inteenal and extemal audit ? external s,

i We considersd whather any itigation, liabilifies or ] disclosad avarything it should have about ds Busmess aclly
commitments, avenls or fransactions. occurring eithes | during the year incliding events faking plzce affor the yoar

Auring ar after the yaar-and, have 3 financial impact on f v end if refsvant,
this autharity and, where appropriate, have Includod tham |
I the accounting statemearnts.

2. (For local councils only) Trust furds including
charitable. In out capacity ns tha sole managing
trustes we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s assels, Including
finencial raparling and, I required, Indopandant | v
examination or audit |

has met afl of its responsibiiies where, as.a body
corporaie, if i & sole managing frustoo of a local
trust or Iriasts

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses Identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given

l&] 05l 2024

and recorded as minute reference’
APCrm |24 (4 4

Chair

WWW.NORTHDUFFIELDPC.CO.UK
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for
NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Yaar prddimg Noles and gudancea

gl G

254 i

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the baginning of the year

forward 27.943 23,04 3| as recorded in the financisl records. Vailre must agree [o
Box T of prawous year,
| 2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rales and fevies)
Lavies 17,438 20,000 received or receivable in the year Exclude any granls
received,
3. (+] Total other receipts Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less
12,869 5,099 the precept or raleslevies received (line 2). Include any

grants received

4. (-) Staff costs Total expanditure or payments made to-and on behall
6 12? E 5.[]1 of alf ﬂ‘mﬂrﬂ}'ﬂﬂs. Include gross salaries and WHEHS,
$ : employers N confriblifions, employers pension

contributions, graluitiss and severance paymenis

5. (=) Loan interesticapital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repaymanis 0 0 made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any)

6. (-) All other paymenls Totel expenditure or payments as recordad in the cs;i:_-

29 080 20,882 took less stalf costs {line 4) and loan interest/capital

§ repaymeants (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves al the end of the yesr Must
forward 23,%3 2ﬂ,?59 oqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+8)

| &. Total value of cash and 1 J The sum of ail current and daposit bank accounts, cash
shart term Investments 23,043 20,759 hoidings and short term investments heid as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation,

9. Total fixed asseis plus The value of all the property the authorly owns — If is made
long term investments 44 186 44 186 up of all its fived assets and long term investments as at
and assels | 31 March,

'_‘HJ Total barrowings 3 The oulstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all lpans
. Dr Q' irom third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds ' v The Councill, a5 a body corporale, acls as sole Irusles and
{including charitable) . is responsible for managing Trust funds or assals.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds ' v The figures in the accounting statements above
{including charitable) | exclude any Trust Iransachions, |

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statemeants in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on ether 3 receipts and paymenis
or incorne and expenditure basis following the guidance in e | ¢S I 2024
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Autharities - a |

Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

| confirm that these Accounting Siatemants ware
approved by this autharity on this date:

| as recorded In minute referance

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being Arcm 2y |4 =3
presented to the authority for approval

St Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

A y
=’ Statemn werg approved
24

Date L€ lec ‘ll 2€
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2023/24

i Tespactof NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete & limited assurance review (s set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A Imited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit camied out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Irefand) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance thal such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermnance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 {AGN 02as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAD website —

hitps:/iwww nao,org uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and efféctive and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retum in
accordance with Proper Praclices which:

= summarises the accounling records for the year ended 31 March 2024, and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant 1o our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2023/24

(Excapt for the matiers reported bolow|)* on the basis of our review of Soctions 1 and 2 of the Annhual Governance and Accounitability Rietum, in
our ppinign the information n Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum ig in accordance with Proper Practices and
ne 6 matiers huve come Lo our attention ghving cause for concam (hat refevant lgisiatlon and regulatory requirements have nol been met.
{*delele 85 appropriate)

jcontmue on & separate shest f requined)

Other matters not affecting our opnion which we draw 1o the attertion of the autharity:

{continue on o saparale sheet i requined)

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We cartify/do nol certify” that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountabllity Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2024,

“We do not cerify compietion bacause’

External Auditor Namea

Extemnal Auditor Signature Date
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